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in spite of that, although he had more admirers, he
had fewer followers than any prominent public man

in Britain ? They pointed to the fact that
His admitted at the lowest ebb of their fortunes, Joseph
ability ^ Chamberlain in Birmingham and Camp-

bell-Bannerman in Scotland could count
on a territorial loyalty which was unshakable in its
devotion. On the other hand, Churchill had never
attracted, he had certainly never retained, the
affection of any section, province or town. His
changes of Party were not entirely responsible for
this. Some of the greatest figures in British political
life had ended in a different Party from that in which
they commenced their political career. That was
therefore not an adequate explanation of his position
in public confidence. They asked : What then was
the reason ?

Here was their explanation. His mind was a powerful
machine, but there lay hidden in its material or its

make-up some obscure defect which pre-
A defect in vented it from always running true. They
the machine could not tell what it was. When the

mechanism went wrong, its very power
made the action disastrous, not only to himself but
to the causes in which he was engaged and the men
with whom he was co-operating. That was why the
latter were nervous in his partnership. He had in
their opinion revealed some tragic flaw in the metal.
This was urged by Churchill's critics as a reason for
not utilising his great abilities at this juncture. They
thought of him not as a contribution to the common
stock of activities and ideas in the hour of danger,
but as a further danger to be guarded against.

I took a different view of his possibilities.    I felt
that his resourceful  mind  and his  tireless  energy
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